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| be INTRODUGTION. 


IS Matter of Admiration, that neither the 
Purity of our Religion, of which Her Ma- 
zeſty is a zealous Profeſſor, nor the Re- 
ſpeR all pretend to pay to Her, can ſhel- 

ter the Eftabliſh'd Church from the virulent T 

and Pens of its It has always been the 

Practice of thoſe who would beat down or undermine 

Religion, to endeavour all they can to blacken and 

the Miniſters of it. We need not look far for 

Proof of this; almoſt every Day produces freſh In- 

ſtances. There are a Set of mndrcenary Scriblers, who 

ſeem to be kept in conſtant Pay to carry on this Black 


and the apparent Falſhood of moſt of their Aſſertions, 
do ſufficiently arm all conſidering unbiaſs d Perſons 
againſt the InfeQion; yet, leſt any unwary People 
ſhould be mifled by theſe Men, we have taken ſome 


> pains to give a Specimen of their Truth and Charity. 
4 The Pamphlet which theſe Hints are chiefly ta- 
| ken, is ſtil d, The Experiment, &c. a Piece ſo full of 


Malice and Falſhood, that we need not tell the World 
De Foe was the Author of it: For tho' many make it 
their Buſineſs to vilify the Clergy, yet we hope few 

are arriv'd to that Pitch of Wickedneſs, as to advance 
1 ſo many malicious Falſhoods; and when they are de- 

rected, to glory in it, as the ſaid Author does, tis 
not to be thought that any thing here ſaid, ſhould 
make him bluſh, who ſeems paſt all ſeaſe Shame: Bur 
we hope it will anſwer another good End, v:z. That 
from hence we ſhall learn to pay a due Reſpect to the 
Clergy, for their Oifice-ſake. *Tis a good Sign how 


neceſſary and uſeful they are towards the Support of 
our Religion, ſince the Enemies of it purſue them with 


"WI 


Deſign: And tho” the Foulneſs of their Language, 
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ſuch unwearied Malice. We have ſome good hope; 
that this has already been the Conſequence of the re- 
proachful Language of our Enemies, becauſe we find 
all good Church-men pay a particular Reſpect, and 
liſten with moſt diligent Atteation, to thoſe who have 
been ſo barbarouſly treated: And this fo generally 
prevails, that we think it almoſt neceſſary to ſubjoin 
a Caution, leſt any honeſt hearted ſhould be 
impos'd upon by a new Artifice of our Adverſaries; 
for they are no leſs crafty than malicious, being con- 
ſcious that what they ſay, is contrary to Truth; and 
ſenſible that the Generality ſo take it, do now indea- 
vour to render ſome Right Reverend Perſons ſaſpe&- 
ed, by ſpeaking in their Commendation : But we 
we ſhall not be thus impos d on, ſeeing we are not i 
norant of their Devices, but ſhall ſteadily continue 
all dutiful Subjection to all our Superiors, and nog 
leſſen our Eſteem of them, for any thing theſe Scrib- 
Jers ſay, either for or againſt them. Let us ſtudy to 
4 be quiet, and mind our own Buſineſs, 122 
to God, who is the only Ruler of Princes, that he would 
bleſs and preſerve our moſt Religious and Gracious 
Queen Anne ;, and fo proſper the Conſultations of the 
High Court of Parliament »ow aſſembled under Her, 
that the Courſe of this World may be ſo peaceably or- 4 | , 
der d, that God's Church may joyfully ſerve him in all 
Godly Quietneſs: And in all Duty and Loyalty the 
Qaeen, knowing whoſe Miniſter ſhe is, and — 4 An- 
_therity ſhe hath, that all Biſhops and Paſtors may dili- 
tly preach God's Holy Word, conſtantly ſpeak the 
Truth, boldly rebuke Vice, and 1 uffer for 
Truth's Sake whenever they ſhall be called to it: 
That the Church being always preſerv'd from falſe 
Apoſtles, may be order d and guided by faithful and 
| true Paſtors, and the People may obediently follow 
their Directions. 
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An Impartial SURVEY, &c. 


GENTLEMEN, 


E conclude you cannot be ignorant of that 
Narrative which was wrote by Mr. De Fee, 

(A. D. 1705.) entituled, viz. 
Tbhe EXPERIMENT. or the Shorteſt Way with the Diſ- 
ſenters Exemplify'd. Being the Caſe of Myr. Abraham 
Gill, « Diſſenting Miniſter in the Iſle of Ely, and « full 
Account of his being ſent for a Soldier, by My. Fern, (an 
Eccleſiaſtical Juſtice of Peace) and other Conſpirators. 
To the Eternal Honour of the Temper and Moderation of 
High Church Principles. Humbly Dedicated to the Queen. 


The Deſign of this Piece, is openly and barefacedly 
to traduce the Church and Clergy ; which he had done 
more covertly in his former, and on which he ſo highly 
values himſelf, viz. His Shorteſt Way. Indeed he ha 


as much reaſon to boaſt of this, whereia the ſame Ge- 


nius is no leſs conſpi : Far how ſurprizingly does 
he exert himſelf, to warm and irritate the Moderate ? 
And what ſubtle Artifices and fly Inſinuations does he 
not here make uſe of, to rouze and inflame their Re- 
ſentments againſt that ſilly Paſſive Race of Men, he's 
pleas'd to mark out by the Name of High flyers? And 
moreover to anticipate the Opinion of his Readers, 
and effeQually to captivate their Judgments, does not 
he uſher this Narrative into the World, not only with 
a moſt oſtentatious Dedication to Her Majeſty, but 
alſo with a moſt artful and aſſuming Introduction? 
And as a Sample of either, we will here tranſcribe 
ſome Paragraphs. And firſt, Mr. De Fee in his Dedi- 
cation, thus addreſſes himſelf to the Queen, viz. 

| Mapa, 


(6) 


Mapa, 


N B. The' Mr. De Fee His Dedication is not ſo | 
has the Aſſurance thus to much s to your 

Dedicate this Narrative Perſon, as an Appeal to your Ju- | 
(to ſay nothing now of his f; 
Modeſty) we are confident 


he was more crafry than 
to preſent it to the Queen, 
which in ſhort he oughe 
in juftice to have done, 
becauſe he preſumes (and 
with an unparallelld Ar- 


4 l Yy 
. i 1 = vaded, and your Majefty's Ho- 0 


. nour and ſacred Promiſe at leaſt 
= - = — attempted to be violated, in the il- 
. legal arbitrary Methods made uſe \ | 
of to oppreſs one of their Miniſters. 
They humbly commit themſelves and their Cauſe to your 
= Majeſty's Protection, implorins | 
, * Note, Would the Diſ- your Royal Regard * SO FAR, 
ſenrers be willing chat ND O FARTHER 
Mr. De Fee ſhould here be 1 N 1 
taken at his Word. every Article advanc'd in their 
behalf, in this Book, is poſitively 
nd exactly conformable to Truth and direct Meaning, being 4 | 
at all times ready to come forth and confront, even in your 
Royal Preſence, all the Allegations to the contrary, 
Having thus publickly appeal d to God and your Majeſty, *| 
they can no longer doubt either of the Bleſſing from above, or 
the Protection and Aſſiſtance of your Majeſty below. 


And next ia the latroduction, Mr. De Foe accoſts his 
Readers in theſe very Words, vix. H 


hk uw md hh cnroefas ww wo, Do©a cc tw 


See the ND becauſe I am going to preſent the 

Introducti- World with à new Devil 11 Londo 

on, P. 1, 2. with 4 Story ſo black in all its Parts, ſo muck 

the Picture of Hell, and fo aggravated with inhuman and 

wnchriſtian Circumſtances, that a'l that read it muſt An 

for their Native Country, to think ſuch unheard-of Villas | | 
nies 


o = \ 
| | 
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nies could be afted in it : Crimes ſo abhorr d by Mankind, 
that tho they call themſelves of the Church, we ſhall find all 
the true Members of the Church, whether Judges, Fuſt ices, 


o | Biſhops, yea, even Goalers themſelves, abhorring it : While, 
* 1 ſay, I have ſuch a Scene before me, and knowing what ſort 
— 2 People I have to do with, I ſhall take ſuch an exatt care 
to have every thing that is herein ad uanc d ſo atteſted with 
ſe undeniable Evidence, that it ſelf, not the helliſh 
tt Actors, not the hlindeſt Advocates, not the Devil himſelf, 
1 ſhall dare to reply to it. 
al And as I ſhould not have attempted this Relation, had I 
0- not had good and undoubred Teſtimony of the Truth of every 
=. Article, ſo I write with the greater Aſſurance, ſince I can 
— \| frankly defie the moſt harden'd Advocate of ſuch a wretched 
ſt z Cauſe, to confront the leaſt or minuteſt Ci ance. 
i Such direct Teſtimony, ſuch juſt Authorities, ſuch aut hen- 
fe \ tick Proofs of every Article, are before me, that no j 
could ever deſire to have his Reput ation vindicated with more 
ur Clearneſs in the Face of the Sun, 
MH 
zZ By theſe Paſſages alone, Gentlemen, you may plain- 
45 ly ſee what ſolemn Obligations Mr. De Fee has laid 
eir himſelf under, not only to his inferior Readers, but 
ely > even to Majeſty it ſelf, to juſtify the Truth of every 
ing A | Article of this Experimei t, and to confront —— an 
our | Man that ſhall preſume to Anſwer it. But after all, 
a we muſt acquaint you, that an Anſwer to it has been 
„, E. ever ſince 1707, and that Mr. De Fee, tho 
er here lies under, as you ſee, the ſtrongeſt Obligati- 
ons of Honour and Promiſe, has not yet thought fir 
1 to make any Reply to it, nor in the leaſt to vindicate 
his bis Narrative from the Aſperſions of Falſhood and For- 
1 gery, which this Anſwer, with great Reaſon, ſeems to 
24 charge it with: And now does not Mr. De Foe's pro- 
found Silence in this Caſe, look vaſtly ſtrange and ſar- 
prizing, eſpecially if it be coafider'd what a wonder- 
ful, prompt, and daring Author he would perſwade 
the World to believe him to be? But to put his Dif- 


=_ in a true Light, we muſt here ſet down ſome of 
r. De Fee's Aſſertions in his Experiment, or „ 


(8.) 
of the Caſe of A. Gill, and then confront them with 
fome Teftimonies or Vouchers out of the Anſwer to 
it, 2nd leave all indifferent Readers to judge and deter- 
mine on which ſide the Truth lies: And firſt, Mr. De Foe 
aſſures his Readers (Cxperiment, p. 4.) That, 


Braham Gill, the Subject of the enſuing Tr was 
A 4 im ſter * Church of — — 
w Rivington in: n= by 1 er, has bis Education 
partly among the Diſſenters, but laſt of all in the Univerſity 
of a 
zen-Noſe College. 

From whence Conforming to the Church of England, be en- 
wed into Holy Orders, and was admitted by the preſent Right 
Reverend Biſhop of Cheſter. : 

E ſeems white My. Gill was in Lancaſhire, and before he 

: was entred into Orders, be ſerv'd my Lord Will— by of 
Parham, a bis Chaplain, Sreward, or Attendant. 


But then to invalidate this Experiment, and in par- 
ticular theſe Aſſertions of Mr. De Fe, the Author of 
the ſaid Anſwer produces (among many others) the 
Proofs or Vouchers following, viz. 


A Certificate from Brazen-Noſe College in Oxford, 
(Anſwer, p. 23.) viz. 


E whoſe Names are under- written, do hereby Certiſy 

thoſe whom it may concern, That upen 4 ftritt 
Search into the Bur a , Books of Brazen-Noſe e in 
Oxford, wherein the Names of all thoſe Perſons enter 4 
into that College, are written, we do not find any ſuch 
Perſon as Abraham Gill to have been enter d in, or to 
Fave been of that College, for above threeſcors Years 


laſt paſt. : 
Jo. Meare, Principal, of Brazen- 
Witneſs our Hands, 9156 Hayes, VJ. Pr. > Noſe Cal - 
Al 4. 705. Rob. Shippen,Fellow, Hege. 


— = WW. Og. ww 0 


| 


| A Letter from the Biſhop of Cheſter (then Dr. N. Spar- 


j 1 am, 
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ford) to the Biſhop of Norwith, (Anſwer, p- 3.) viz. 


Mr Loxzb, PO IM 

Brabham Gill was nor Ordained by me, either Prieſt or 
Deacon : I have carefully examin'd my Ordination 
Her, and find no ſuch Name as Gill there, nor any 


ame lie it. a 
mazy things in - forg'd Infrument, 


| Beſides, there are 
1. Notum fecimus for facimus. 3 FRE 
2. Feſto Trinitatis viz. die menſis Junii 1693. 
Whereas Trinity-Sunday, in the Tear 1693, fel 
BY not on the 7th, but the 1 of Jane. uh 
3. The Words Milleſſimo Sex are written 
with 4 double f. jp 
4. Allegicatia for Allegiantia. 
3. Regi præſtend', withoue Regine; whereas Q 
was alive in 1693. 

8 2 — 5 (i) after ( 
7. ien never put an (i 'N) ner 
(is) at the end of Ceftriens ;, bur ſubſeride my Name thus, 
N. Ceſtriens. 


ſent 


—— and will maky 


| VET 
Cheſter, Aug. Your Lordſhip's Aſſectiouate Brother; 
15. 1792; and humble Servant, 


W. Ceſt rien. 


Y A Cop 
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A Copy of a Letter from the Right Honourable the 
Lord 2 of Parham, ſent to Mr. Gifs Patrons 
at London, by Mr. Aldred, a Diſſenting Miniſter, 
in the County of Lancaſter, ( Anſwer, p. 24.) viz. i 

' 


His may certify whom it may concern, That Abraham 

| Gill, formerly of Rivington, ſervd me only as | 
Clerk, when I was mm Commiſſion of Peace, about 15 Tears 
ago ; and whereas I find in a Pamphlet, cal d, The Expe- 
riment, &c. ſeveral things ſaid concerning my ſelf, I de- 
clare them to be utterly falſe, excepting that Paſſage which 
relates to ſome 2 — parting : + 
For 1, for 3 particularly or Forgi 
Na Name, Cam d bim, and turn d him IT 

Service; who afterwards did a great many ill things, f 

ich he was chaſed out of the Country. And that I have 
had ſo much Evidence of his running away with a 
cal A Elizabeth Walmeſly, with whom I underſtand be 
now cohabits, that I have no reaſon to doubt of the Truh 
thereof. And whereas the ſaid Abraham Gill ſwears, 
that be hath Free-bold Lands in Rivington, to the Tearly 
F alue of eight or ten Pounds, and hath had the fame ever 
ſonce the time of bis Marriage ; I am very certain, be neith 
hath , nor ever had any ſuch Lands ;, and for that reaſon do 
2 Fd wo rern 
tiom of his Cauſe, as ſet in the ore [ai N 
an ſorry that the Credit of the Diſſenting — l be 
endanger d, by keeping ſuch a ſcandalous Fellow, as I lun 
Gill co be, amongſt us; as witneſs my Hand, the 2d day of 
November, Anno Dom. 175. 2 5 


] 
( 
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A Copy of a Letter from the ſame Hand, ſent to 
London, long before the Experiment was priated, 
(Anſwer, p. 24.) viz. 


Shaw-Place, 
Nov. 18. 1704. 
SIR, 


Here is one Abraham Gill in your City of Lonodn, 
[ that hath formerly been a Servant of mine, but ſince 
has rambled up and down the Kingdom, and hath appear'd 
in ſeveral — ſometimes acting 4s an Attorney, other- 
= Church of England Preacher, and now they ſay, be 
got among the Diffenters, He hath had a fort of Trial 
lately at King's-Bench, before my Lord Chief Juſtice, and 
hath ſent down a ſort of Certificate, defiring me to Sign it, 
in order to juſtify his Reputation and Character, which I can 
by no means do, knowing him to 4 very ſcandalous 27 — 
Tae to enquire privately into the matter, i 
the DR Parry do af bim, or be much ESE 
Vindicating of him. I would by no means do any Hurt, or 
de 4 cauſe of any to be done him; but to adviſe ſome not to 
be led by him; for if his Character were fairly drawn out, 
which 1 am uriwilling to do, it would be ſo Foul and Scanda- 
lous, that it would be 4 Stain for any ſober Chriſtian, to be 
4 Follower of him, or to appear in his behalf. I only ſend 
to you privately, as 4 Friend, that if you ſec cauſe, you 
may caution your Friends. I hear Mr. Tutchin the Obſer- 
Vator, hath made mention of him, in ſome of his Papers; 
; * , Pray if youcan, let him know, to deſiſt; for none can ea 
' pett any thing but Shame and Diſgrace, that appears in bis 
Defence. ('Tis pity) but I can ſay no otherwiſe, without 
wronging my Fudgment. Pray let me have 4 Line from 
you, when you haue enquir'd 4 little into the thing. His 
Tooging © they ſay, about Cornhill I would nor have 
you 


this Publick, becauſe I would not have bis Per- 
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for hurt, but would adviſe others not to be hurt by him, 
which :5 9 This, with my Service to 
you, 4 reſt of Friends, concludes, 


SIR, Your, &c. 


We think theſe Teſtimonies are of themſelves ſuffi | 
cient to determine this Diſpute ; tho, Gentlemen, we 
muſt remind you, that this Anſwer affords abundance 
more of the ſame kind. But becauſe Mr. De Foe (Expe:- 
riment p. 5.) boaſts greatly of an Afidavit of one Mr. 
Tod, a gyman ; which Affidavit, he ſays, was to 
be ſeen, with Mr. Gill's pretended Orders, at Mr. Jahn 


will here brieffy hint the Purport of two Aſfidavits 


Ses, in Themes-ftreet, near Queen-Hithe ;, therefore we 


more, viz. The firſt is an Affidavit of the Widow of t 
faid Mr. Tod, (Anſwer p. 11.) which ſhews that | 
Husband was dead __ his pretended Affidavit 
came to Light, and exhibited to publick View by Mr. 
** Stye | 

Kelſale, which proves (we had almoſt ſaid bey 

Contradiction) that the faid Mr. Tod never made, as tis 
2 that, or any ſuch like Afﬀidavit before him. 
. Theſe Affidavits alſo diſcover ſeveral other ill Practices 

of the ſaid Gi, too tedious here to relate. 

Here, Gentlemen, you ſee the Experiment ſet as 
Plantiff, and the Anſwer as Defendant ; and now to 
ſum up the Evidence, and to examine into the Re- 
putation and Credability of the Witneſſes on either 
fide, viz. And firſt, Mr. De Foe, he aſſerts (indeed) 
that Mr. Gill was a Student, and commenc'd Batche- 
lor of Arts, of Brazen-Noſe-Cellege in Oxford, &c. 

But, Note, he produces no manner of Evidence ta 
1322 which is vaſtly ſhort of what, he but juſt 

re promis d, both in his Dedication and Intro- 
duction; and moreover was this Fact, with what caſe 
might he produce a Cloud of Living - Mitneſſes, of uncony 
teſted Reputation, to prove it ? | pes 


E7-V 
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| 
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he other is an Affidavit (uſwer p. 7.) of Juſtice | 
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him, And next he affirms, That the ſaid Mr. Gill was a 
e to Miniſter of the Church of England, and Ordain'd by 
the Biſhop of Cheſter, Fc. And now to prove this, he 
ſhews with great Oſtentation, the pretended Afﬀidavit 
of a dead Man, viz. of the aboveſaid Mr. Tod. 

N. B. Mr. De Foe affirms, that ſeveral other young 
Men were Ordain'd with A. Gill, beſides the ſaid Mr. 
Tod : Now were this Fat, why ſhould Mr. De Foe 
chooſe to prove it by an Affidavit of the Dead, rather 
than of the Living ? But the Reaſon is plain, for has 
not Juſtice Kelſal ſhewn, (as above) that Mr. Tod s pre- 
tended A fidavit, can be no other than a moſt groſs 
and palpable Forgery ? 

And as to Mr. Gill's — the - pp; of Parham, 
it plainly appears he was nothing of a in, Gr. 
1 bb 22 Acknowledgement he was brightly 

qualified to ingage in any wicked Deſign; and accord 

ingly to ſhew what an Arch-Maſter he was in the Art 

Forgery, he trapan'd many ignorant and illiterate 
| Perſons, to become Witneſſes for the Truth of Mr. 
2 Die Fees Experiment, who, as by their own Con- 
ond feſſions, (for which vid. Anſwer, p. 21, 22.) ſet their 
ti Names or Marks to juſtifie what was notoriouſly Falſe 
um. and Scandalous. And alſo in Experiment, p. 33, 34. 
ice one Holt and Millſan, are brought in as Witneſles, and 

under the Title of Gentlemen, and Inhabitants of the 


as | Town of Downham in Norfolk ;, whereas they were well 
to | Known in the ſaid Town, to be only a couple of ſtrolling 
Re- | Beggarsthat ſometimes quarter'd there, and at an Ale- 
ther | Houſe where Mr. Gill's beloved Berty Walmeſty ſometime 
ed) | Boarded ; thus far the Experiment. 

che- And next, as to the Anſwer of this Experiment 


3 

F what Evidence can more plainly contradict Mr. De Foe's 

: ta Aſlertions, (viz. of Mr. Gifs being a Student in Ox- 

| ford, of his being Ordain'd, cc. and of his ſerving the 
Lord I/. in quality of Chaplain, Cc.) than the four 

| Vouchers which we have cited as above, from the An- 

fiver ; and do nt they, and all the reſt that the Au- 

thor has therei: allected, appear to come from ber- 


ſors 


(14) 5 


ſons of indiſputable Credit and Reputation (and then 
alive) in ſeveral diſtant Parts, as Qxford, Cheſter, Nor- 
folk, Lanchaſhire, Lincolnſhire, Cambridgeſhire, &c? And 
tho Mr. De Foe has laid himſelf under the ſolemneſt 
Obligations (as was before noted) ro come forth and con- 
front, &c. yet now he does not pretend to ſay, much 
leſs to prove, that any one Voucher, contained in the 
Anſwer, is other than Juſt and Authentick ; and alſo, 
tho” he is here challenged to his Face to reply, yet, 
we now fee him ſheltering himſelf in Silence, as his only 
Refuge ; which profound Silence of his, ſurely can be 
no other, than the real Effect of the badneſs of his 


Cauſes, and a convincing Argument that he well knew, 


when he firſt 9 the Story of A. Gill, to be 
what it really was, * viz. a Forgery, 
3 Does not and contrived on 
Lr , Party- End? and therefore he reſolv d 
moſt plainly evince according to his Dedication and In- 
this? duction, to ſupply the defect of 

Truth and real Merit in this Story, 
with an iuimitable Aſſurance, thereby, if poſſible, to 
impoſe upon the World, aud more eſſectually to delude 
the credulous and and unthinking Part of Mankind. 
And now, Gentlemen, we will leave you and all the 
impartial World, to judge who are the Agreſſors in 
this Caſe, whither Mr. De Foe or his Antagoniſts ? 

But toexemplifie this Author's Moderation, and to 
give a more clear Idea of his Candor and Veracity to- 
wards the Epiſcopal Clergy, we muſt reſume, a little, 
the Story of this A. Gill, &c. viz. 

A. Gill, for the Reaſons contained in the aboveſaid 
Lord W—.'s Letter, being oblig'd to fly his Native 


Country, he gives his Wife the Go-by, and Travels 


with his more belov'd Berry Walmſley into the Ifle of Ely, 
where he perſonates a poor Epiſcopal Clergyman, and 
was thereupon entertain'd as Curate, by the Parſon or 
Rector of Mellney; but after his Death, Mr. James of 
Trinity-College in Cambridge, being preſented to the faid 
Living, he, for particular Reaſons (for which ſee 2 


poſe to ſerve a 
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Anſwer to the Experiment) deſires a ſight of Mr. Gifs 
Orders; who thereupon produces a pretended Copy, 
with the then Biſhop of cheſter s Name to it, &c. which 
upon peruſing, Mr. James ſaw Cauſe to ſuſpect them 
Counterfeit ; whereupon he ſends em to the Biſhop of 
the Dioceſs, and from thence they were ſent to 
the faid Biſhop of Chefter, Þ who by 
his Letter (as above) to Biſhop 4 222 
of Norwich, es them to be a moſt this alſo 
palpable and notorious Forgery, for Orders Gown by 
which Mr. Gi was order'd to be pro- — F the 
geon, between the Law Common and taken from Gil? 
Eccleſiaſt ick, he had the Fortune to 
eſcape with Impunity ; which ſo far encouraged the faid 
> Gill, that he ſets up a Meeting, or rather a Conventicle, 
in the faid Pariſh: For u an Examination by the 
4 at Wisbich, he was found to have no better Right 
hold a Meeting, than to officiate in the Church; 
vwherefore the ſaid Juſtices adjudged him to be withia 
the true meaning and deſcription of the Recruit-A 
viz. A Perſon that follow'd no lawful Calling, &c. (unle 
Forgery can be accounted ſuch) and therefore they liſt- 
> ed him according to Act of Parliament for a Soldier. 
But what is ſurprizing upon this, Mr. Gi had the 
yu Fortune to find many Friends, and to reſcue him 
om his Officer ; they employ'd a Bailiffto arreſt him 
in an Action for Debt, as March.ng thro' Cambridge. 
Thus he was taken from his Officer by force, and pre- 
vented ferving his Country, and the Ls 
hard Fate, as many an honeſt poor Man has. 
And now this is by a moſt wonderful Art and In- 
duſtry, made a Ne and the liſting of Mr. Gil 
is term'd (as is obſerv'd) an illegal and arbi- 
trary Act, and 4 violent invading of the Toleration ; 
and "tis, moreover, improv'd into a moſt dreadful High- 
Flying, High-Church Plot. And three honeſt Clergy- 
men of the Iſle of Ely, are particularly ſingled out to 
ſuſtain the Party-Reſeatments, (viz. Mr, Fern, Mr. 


James, 


(16) 


James, and Mr. Laitward,) and who were now not only 


t alſo with a moſt vexatious and chargable Lau- Suit: 
For as Mr. Gi# was famous for a ſingular. knack in For- 
gery, Cc. ſo here he had an nity to 
exert it*to the utmoſt ; and to ſhew he was not Idle, a 
diſmal black Charge or Information, in a little time, 
was contrived and drawn up againſt the ſaid Clergymen, 
and forwarded to the Queer's-Bench, Weſtminſter , where 
Council was retained and inſtructed to back it; and 
22 Mr- John Skey, &. they alſo zealouſly 
A. Gill's Cauſe : moreover, 

Collection or publick Party-Purſe is 1 

nce of this meritorious Law- Suit. 

next, that Candid Author Mr. De Foe, he comes 


in as an Auxiliary, and with his Pen he thunders and 4 


11 all the Kingdom 140 that _ was not 
only a fingle Conſpiracy agai (pretended) Pi- 
aus, Pains-taking, Edifying Miniſter Mr. A. Gil; but 


his ſides, and that they muſt his or worſe Uſage 
from High-Church, if they did not look about them in 
time : And moreover this Author, to demoaſtrate his 


mous Character of Conſpirators 
But notwithſtanding this dark and d Contri- 
vance of theſe aſſociated Malignants, — by a 
Party-Purſe, Truth did at laſt for it was 
ly made appear, that this Plot, about which this Au- 
thor has made ſo much Clamour, was a meer Contri- 
vance (we do not ſay he had a hand in it) com 
of nothing but Falſhood and Forgery ; and t 
the Information againſt the ſaid Clergymen was dif- 
miſs'd, tho” it was no ſmall Charge and Expence to 
them, to detect and countermine ſecret and mali- 
cious Deſigns of their Adverfaries and Proſecutors. 
This isonly an Epitomy of the Caſe or Story of Mr. 
Abraham Gill, and we doubt not, that whoever will ow 


ted with violeat Clamours and Defamations, 


to defray the 


that all other diſſenting Teachers were ſtruck at thro? - 


profound Veneration for the Gown, brands the three 4 
Clergymen aboveſaid, with the additional and infa- a 
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the Anfwer to the Experiment, will find every thin 
that we have here ed, and much more, pro 
and made out beyond Contradiction. But we muſt 
here crave leave to digreſs a little, to remind the Rea- 
der, that this E is far from being the only 
falſe and ſcandalous Pamphlet that Mr. De Foe has thus 
audatiouſly impos'd upon the World, as Witneſs, his 
Legion's Addreſs, his New Teſt of the Church of England's 
Honeſty, his Shorteſt Way with the Diſſenters, &c. 
And his Weekly Reviews, they of themſelves 
abundantly evince the Truth of this Aſſertion. And in 
icular, is it not aſtoniſhing to ſee, what an un- 
nded Licence he alſo therein aſſumes to traduce and 
fcandalize all Orders of the Clergy ? and all this not 
only with Impunity, but Party-Applauſe. It would be 
endleſs to trace this Author through his many 
Falſhoods, or even to repeat all the Scandals of this 
ind, contain'd in theſe Papers : But, however, we 
will here briefly hint a few, as a Specimen of the reſt, 


vix. 
And, Firſt, (in Review, Nov. 1709.) How Scur- 
rilouſly does he treat the Reverend Biſhop of L-—z 
about (as he is pleas'd to call it) a Liturgy-Plot, which 
was lately diſcover'd in Scotland Which 
ing more than this, viz. ſeveral 
People of the Epfſcopal Perſwaſion in Edinburgh, made a 
Subſcription of 60 or 70 Pounds, more or leſs, towards 
the Maintenance of one Mr. Greenſhield, an Epiſcopal 
man; and tho” he had taken the Oaths to the 
Civil Government, and officiated but in a private 


- | Houſe, yet the Kirk were ſo incens'd thereat, that to 
make an Attonement, the ſaid Mr. Greenſbeild is appre- 


hended and confined to a loathſome Priſon, and for 
ought we know for Life, for only ferving Cod accord- 
ing to his Conſcience ; and if not miſinform'd, this is 


more ſevere than what is practis'd in like Caſes, even 


in many Popiſh Countries. Note, Our Author is here 
N. 8. Mr. Creenſbicld's Caſe at large, being ;oft Printed and + 
fold at the Roſe in Ludge'e fireet, we ſhall therefore refer ſuch 
to that, ſor more ample Information, as ate neither afraid 

nor aſham'd of Truth and Chriſtianity. g 
0 c 


—— — 
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g 0 far from extending his Charity or Compaſſion to 
all ſuch as are in Need, Trouble, Sorrow, or Afflict ion, 
that he inſults and triumphs over this poor unforty- | 

nate Gentleman, in this miſerable and deplorable 
Condition. 

And now, here we muſt crave leave to appeal ;to 
all ſorts of Diſſenters in England, whether this hard 
Treatment (to ſay no worſe of it) of a Fellow-Subje& 
and a Fellow-Chriſtian, is not directly t, not 
only to the Laws of Religion, but even the very Laws 
of Humanity? And is not this reducing the Doctrine 
of Paſſive-Obedience ta Practice, and exacting of it 
in the moſt ſtricteſt and ſtrongeſt Senſe that can be? 

And again, how Falſe, Scandalous, and Malicious, 
was that Story of a Reverend Prebendary of Durban, 
publiſh'd in the Review of 15 Jan. 1708? N. B. 
when its Falſhood was moſt plainly detected and laid 
apen, Mr. De Foe was fo far from retracting it, that he | 
could not be wrought upon to ſhew — leaſt Re- 
morſe, for being the Author of ſo groſs and fiagrant | 
a Scandal, as in Fact this was upon this honeſt, inno- 
cent and injur d Gentleman. 

And how often has he moſt invidiouſly treated the 
Univerſities, and the Reverend Dr. Lancaſter, &c. vid. * . 
Reviews of 8 Aay, 1705, Ditto 31; Octob. 26, 1705; 

June 20, 1706, Cc. 

But leaſt we tire the Reader's Patience, we will trou- l | 
ble him but with one Inſtance more of this fort, and that | 
ſhall be the Caſe of Mr. Huſſey and Mr. Roberts, (vid. 
Review Feb. 21, 1705.) two Clergymen of or near 
Oalbampten in Devonſhire. Note, theſe two Gentlemen 
were very falſly and maliciouſly accus'd, and proſe- | | 
cated by ſome of De Foe's Friends, and therefore no, , 
doubt, Men of Moderation, except Quo ad boc, for verily 
as to Swearing in this Caſe, they came nothing ſhort 

. even of ſome modern Puritanical Queen-Hithe Alfidavit 

Men; Mr. De Foe, according to his ſingular Veracity, 
exemplify d in his Experiment, Xeviews, &c. gives a 

di ſmal black Repreſentation of this Caſe, on the part 
of theſe two Clergy-men, tho”, in ſhort, it was really 
. 7 4 : na 
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L. other than this, viz. Mr. De Foe's Friends they 
ſwore (tho' falſly) that Mr. Huſſey and Mr. Robert 
did once upon a time, act as 125 Por the Peace, a 
as ſuch did laden ſign A Warrant for the Liſting br 
Impreſſing of a Man. Bur upon this forſworn Evidence, 
aninformation was l and exhibited againſt them 
in the Queen Bench, Weſtminſter , but after all, this pre- 
tended Warrant was in Fact no other than a common 
Certificate, as upon the Day of Trial it was plainly 
made appear, and ta which five or ſix Men more had 
ſet their Names as Witneſſes beſides, and at the very 
time with Mr. Huſſey and Mr. Robert:; therefore what 
Reaſon can be given, why only theſe two Clergy-men 
ſhould be ſingled out from the reſt, and thus perſecuted 
by a chargable and vexatious Law-Suit, and ſcanda- 
lized with an infamous Party-Pen? Surely no other 
Reafon can be given than this, that the reſt were Party- 
Afex, and therefore Mr. De Foe's Friends and Brethren 
in z and no doubt the ſame Party-Rancour and 
Malice, which is ſo viſibly predominant, in Legion's 
ot, the Experiment, &c. was the ſole moving 
of this flatigious Proſecution. 

But however, this falſe and malicious Accuſation, 
readred theſe two honeſt innocent Gentlemen liable 
(as we are inform'd) to no leſs a Penalty than the 
Forfeit#re of 500 |. per Man, in which no doubt they 
muſt have been Cat tor there was ng want of falſeW it- 
neſſes) had not Mr. Huſſey and Mr Roberts, in the very 
critical Moment, — the original Certificate, 
which their hard-mouth'd Accuſers * into a Marrant, 
from a Captain that was then bouud for „ but by 
contrary Winds had been detain'd (mnch to their Ad- 
vantage) at P mourhs, which ſaid Certificate being pro- 
duced in Con made it evident beyond Contradi 
that this Accufation was nat only Falſe, but Ground- 
lefs; and alfo that the faid Gentlemen's Accuſers were 

parcel of Knights of the Poſt, and manifeſtly for- 

worn, tho” (if not miſinform d) they are Prerenders to 
Reformation; and gow upon this, the laformatior a- 
giſt te faiff Mr. Haſſe a, Mr. Rabertt was: _ 
holed J. : 2 


( 20) 
N. B. Mr. De Foe, according to his peculiar Talent; 
was very forward to publiſh to the World, the dark 
ſide of this Story, and to reflect upon, and to traduce 
theſe two injur'd innocent Gentlemen ; but after the 
Falſhood .and Knavery of their Proſecutors was de- 
tected, he then thought himſelf not bound to do Juſtice 
to Truth, or to retract, becauſe it did not quadrate 
with the Reputation of that Cauſe in which he is in- 
gaged, tho” it his Writings have any Meaning, he pre- 
tends himſelf a moſt nd Advocate for Truth and 
Juſtice ; but how vaſtly diſtant are his Practices from 
either? For has he ever animadverted upon theſe hard- 
mouth'd for-ſworn Wretches? No, they are of his 
own Party. Or did he ever make Mr. Roberts and 
Mr. Huſſey any Compenſation for ſo pablickly and fo 
unjuſty traducing them in his Reviews ? 
Epiſcopal Church-men, and therefore as ſach, were 
the prime Object of his Reſentments, and with whom, 
he ſhows he is not bound to keep Faith, or to act by 
the Rules of common Juſtice: So that, after all, let 
Mr. De Fee's Pretences be never ſo ſpecious, tis plai 
maniteſt, that Intereſt and Party, are the only things 
he contends for. 


QUERIES. 


Hether after all Mr. De Fos ſpecious Preten- 

ces to 4 — 5 = — 
Complaints againſt the (prete arbitrary Me- 
made — of ia the Liſting of A. Gil, and 
: which, both in the Dedication and Introduction to his 
, Experiment, he moſt arrogantly boaſts he will prove 
] ia the Sequel, by undeniable Evidence, &c. yet has not 
the Author of the ANS V E R, moſt plainly made 
it, appear, that the ſaid Erperiment is a Narrative, 
moſt groſly falſe, and notoriouſly ſcaadalous ? 


No, they were 4 
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lea 
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Whether, The New Teſt of the Church of England's 
Loyalty, or, The New Teſt of its Honeſt, The Dyet of Po- 
land, The Shorteſt Way with the Diſſenters, and even 
Legion's Addreſs, were not wrote by Mr. De Fee, and 
with the very ſame pernicious Deſign, as he here prb- 
ſecutes in this Crperiment ? 


Whether any Man, tho' to ſerve and promote the 
Iatereſt of that Cauſe, of which he is a Well-Wikther, 
ought in the leaſt to incourage or countenance 
Mr. Do Fe, when he thus baſely proſtitutes . his 
Pen : 

1 w 


Whether the profound Silence of the Diſſenters, 
ad eſpecially of their Teachers, at what Mr. De Fox 
takes the Freedom to write and ſay in their Names and 
Behalfs, and in particular in that oſtentatious Dedi- 
cation and Introduction to his Experiment, does 
not denote their ſecret Approbation of, and their 
tacit Conſent to, what he thus ſays and writes? 


4 Whether the vile Reflections caſt upon the 8 


'r 
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en aforeſaid, and their vexatious and unjuſt - 
cutions, were not to try the Paſſive Temper of the 
reſt, and to find whether they would take notice of, 
or could reſent an Injury that did not directly and im- 
mediately affect every one's particular ſelf? 


Whether Mr. De Fee does not in fat ſuggeſt and 


en- maintain the Toleration to be in iminent Danger, when 
2us (in the Dedication to the Cxperiment) he a to 
le- Her Majeſty's Royal Judgment, and even in the Name 
ind of all Proteſtant Diſſenters, Whether their Tolera- 
his tion was not violeatly invaded, &c. by the (as he 
ove | words it) illegal and arbitrary Methods made uſe of to 
not oppreſs Abraham Gill? 
ade 
Ve, Whether at the ſame time; Mr. De Foe had the 
= leaſt juſt Cauſe or Pretence for this ſad Complaint 
or 


; 
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or Accuſation es the Miabich Juſtices, or the 


| Whether Mr. De Es is not guilty of a 
Crime, &c. —— thus to preſume to Dedicate 


— 8 
Whether any Age TY 


Nance of another Author,preſi 
| &, muchi 


ign, 2 Narrative ſo ſcurrilous, and fo 
full Treig hted with falſe Accuſations as is this & 
is Superiors, both in Church and 


Whither, if the Diſſenters, and in particular their 
Mikiſters, had been treated by Church-men, as both 


— 1 and Laity were in the Inſtances above, would 
this Author — ſeem to have juſt Cauſe to com- 
that the Toler ation was invaded, - | 

— ſuch Gentlemen as he frequently brands | Þ 
the: lnvidious Names of High-Church, High-flyers, 


'Coliipirators, Oc? * : 


Whether any Man that has read both ſides of this 
muſt not —— the Tables, and with the greateſt 
Truth and Reaſon affert, That Mr. De Fes and his 
Abettors, are the real Conſpirators, as the above- 
faid injur d Gentleuen find too true at their Coſt? . 


| Whether 4. Gas Oueen- Hith Friends, &c- _ 
not in Juſtice, and in Conſcience (if they have any) 
to reimberſe the Charges they unjuſtly cauſed the ſaid 
Gentlemen Waxes in 4 Paſſive S Defence ? ul 


Whether Forgery, Perjury, Defamation, or ſuch 
like Practices, can be accounted Lawful a * 
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and Arbitrary Methods, &c. —— in Liſting of him, 


„A ainſt three worthy Sy and moreover ſtig- 


( 23 ) 


Whether Mr. De Fes Abrabeam Gill was not actually 
as much within the literal Meaning and Conſtruction 
of the Recruit-AR, and as juſtly and as legally Liſted 
by the Wiſbich Juſtices, as any Man that has fince that 
time been Liſted by the moſt preciſely conſcientious 
Commiſſioners ? | 


Whether the Party Clamour, and loud Complaints 
made by A. Gill's Friends againſt the ſaid Juſtices, as 
charging them with making uſe of Oppreſſwve, liege, 


and then reſcuing him when Liſted, from his Officer, 
by a Sham-Arreft, and after that making a 
to carry on an unjuſt Proſecution at A. Gus Suit, 


matizing them Lord — — 3 of 
Conſpirators, yers, &c. — We ſay again, 
—hether this Condud of A. Gilf's Friends, Ad note dif 
countenance and obſtrut, beyond Compariſon, the 
Execution of the Recruit-Act, more than any thin 
that was either faid or done by the five ? 
Juſtices, &c. ——? 


| Þ Whether almoſt innumerable Law-Suits muſt not 


enſue, ſhould Actions be brought at the Suit of all thoſe 
that have been illegally impriſon'd, by malicious or 
mercenary Conſtables? And what a vaſt Augmentation 
—— it not make, ſhould Actions be brönght, and 

at ters litegated in favour of all thoſe that have 


been as juſtly and a5 deaf Liſted as A 


Poſt- 
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